
Icebreaker: This picture is of the world trade center tower replacement on 
9/10/2015. 
What do you see when you look at this? 

This picture was taken shortly before Elul on the last day of a Shemita year. 

When you look at Genesis 9: 13-17:  Bow = comes from two words in Hebrew that 
mean harden and to lure. The implication of it is the bow God set in the sky was a 
weapon but it was placed facing away from the earth as a sign that it would not be 
destroyed in the same manner (flood) ever again (Oxford’s Annotated Bible). 

Bringing that context in – this picture was taken the day before the 14th anniversary of 
9/11 (which is consequently the anniversary of the defeat of the ottoman empire in 
1698 at the battle of Zenta which effectively pushed Islam back out of Europe into 
Turkey and began the crumble of the Ottoman stronghold) at the end of Shemita
year. 9/11 occurred in a shemita year so did the subsequent collapse of the housing 
market. 

Me and my mentee saw this and immediately thought warning of destruction but it 
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wont come as it has before. 
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This picture is from Ireland on 5/23/15 – rainbows still good right? 
Reveal the headline. Is this still good? 

Irish potato famine was cause by economic collapse – however it was notable 
because famines of this nature had not been seen in Europe in 300 years. 

Prior to collapse Ireland was the richest country in the world although its bottom 1/3 
of the poor were considered poor because they didn’t have their own land and were 
provided state subsidies (welfare), however it was known for drunkenness and 
extreme and hostile division among the church. 

http://www.ehs.org.uk/dotAsset/d358c7f1-2322-479e-90b1-6bfcc06f336e.pdf
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So Discernment – we can all discern. Some have the gift of discerning of spirits, some 
discern by the spirit in the moment but we can all and are all required to discern and 
as we saw, the best place to start is to know your word. Inside and out so you can 
discern.  
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Discernment is a perception/communication gift and one of the primary ways we 
communicate is through our eyes. 
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Mark 8:18 – There are two sets of senses, natural and spiritual. When the two work 
together with the Holy Ghost, we can discern. 

Hebrews 5:14 – Four things going on in this scripture. 

1. Maturity 
2. Use = in the greek means a power or skilled acquired by practice. 
3. Senses are used to discern 
4. Good and evil. Should be able to discern Good as well as Evil. 
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Ephesians 1:17 – Its not just seeing something but its understanding what it is, what 
is behind it. 

Research the blood moons as an example of discerning in contrast to the world; Joel 
2:31, Acts 2:20, Rev 6:12 
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Supernatural discernment. When the servant’s eyes were opened, he both saw and 
understood what the situation really was. 
In this case discernment was used to mature the servant under the supervision of a 
leader. 

8



Discernment of one’s self: Will, thoughts, heart, intent, weaknesses and 
opportunities. 
One of the most difficult levels of discernment because of personal bias, but it is 
where God can really mold you.  He cant force you to change, but you cant line up 
with his will if you don’t see your faults. 

“Buy from me” implies it costs us something to attain this discernment. We must be 
willing to give up some of what we value about ourselves or what we think defines 
us. 
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This is instruction how to perfect your character to correctly use your discernment. 
You are to get rid of your bias, deal with your issue before you approach someone 
about theirs because once you do, you can more clearly see the issues others are 
going through and help restore them. 
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Each of these scriptures is directed to the body of Christ at large, not prophets, 
priests and seers. 
Discernment can be hindered by hate and forgiveness, especially of the saints. 

It is okay to want greater discernment, more accurate discernment or discernment at 
all because we are commanded to desire the best gifts because it allows God to show 
us a better way. 
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If it’s a gift it can be given and in truth, discernment can be taught. 
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Need to get this out of the way upfront because discernment involves judging 
according to the spirit. Used out of context and as excuse to continue in sin, 
disobedience and rebellion. This is not correct. Throughout the bible we see occasion 
for judgment in the legal and moral sense. 

Ex: the widow who sought judgment. 

Judgment rights wrong which is inline with the nature and character of a holy, 
righteous God. 

At its core, discernment is a judgement call. 
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We must be able to judge to keep godly order in the church. 

Key is we have to judge by the standard of the Word of God – not by our own 
standards. 

Judging behaviors or actions by our own standard turns quickly to condemnation. 

Example: Skinny Jeans on men vs fornication
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Standard – condemnation of wrong, decision on passes on the faults of others
Judging – singling out

You can judge wrong with mercy or without it but you still call wrong, wrong. 

Here is Christ’s guidance in how we judge knowing how or the manner in which we 
execute judgment is how we can expect it executed upon us for our sin. 
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Judge – separate out, single out 
Don’t single out a person for doing wrong, especially if you are doing wrong yourself. 

Condemnation – to judge or pronounce to be unfit for use or service: to count as evil 

Judgment – determination or a decree of a determination 

Why is correct judging key? Because there are people who think they can discern but 
they are just judgmental. You have to look at the fruit or the outcome of judgement. 
Does it restore? Does it correct? Does it reconcile? Or does it hurt, divide and 
damage? 
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Discerning of spirits is one of the gifts of the spirit, but we all have the ability to have 
our eyes opened and see things as they truly are as we saw in the seven verses of 
scripture. 
Discernment can be learned and should be to some degree by all believers 
“Teach me good discernment and knowledge, for I believe in Your commandments” 
(Ps. 119:66).
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Spiritual discernment is the skill of separating divine truth from error. 

First Thessalonians 5:21 says we are to "examine everything carefully." That speaks of 
testing something to reveal its genuineness. 

We have gotten away from this because we passively discern meaning we expect God 
initiate all discernment instead of asking for revelation. But it’s a huge reason we give 
God shoddy services. We don’t discern or examine the correctness, quality or 
genuineness of things. 

Malachi 3 – The people giving dead (non quality) sacrifices in insincere service. 
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http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/First Thessalonians 5.21
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Three root works in the Greek in relation to discernment 
1 Cor 2:14 – anakrino: the ablity to distinguish. 
Luke 12:56 – dokimazo: to test or prove (Sometimes we see clouds but know it wont 
rain because the air doesn’t smell like rain.  Or it has rained but you cant really see its 
wet, but you can smell it. One sense isn’t enough to discern, need to discern with 
another sense to test or prove the first one.)
Matt 7:1 – krino: condemn
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Natural Discernment 
[Luk 12:56 KJV] 56 [Ye] hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; 
but how is it that ye do not discern this time?
Natural ability to discern can come from a heightened awareness of your emotional 
state. 
Can be sensitive to natural or emotional realm, but this is not the same as Godly 
discernment in the spirit. 

Demonic Discernment 
Acts 16:16 KJV And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed 
with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by 
soothsaying:
Demons spend more time in the spirit than we do. 
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Levels 
Discernment is not just the ability to tell good from evil 
Determine what is going on in the environment around you 
What to do in response to that environment 
How to do what you are supposed to do

This right here is a Spirit killer – when we aren’t sensitive or discerning to the move of 
God. 
You should as a part of your growth move from a place where you tell good from bad 
to where you are discerning not just the move of God but the direction he is going 
and who/what isn’t on board. 

That is how you set yourselves up for the gift of discerning of spirits – and please bear 
in mind since it’s a gift, there is no reason you cant ask for it. Just keep in mind, it 
bears, as all gifts do tremendous responsibility. 
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The rainbow we looked at in the beginning when we take it in to context of a 
remembrance destruction will not come in the same fashion twice. Doesn’t mean 
destruction to rampant sin wont come. It has to- God’s character demands he judge 
sin as wrong. 
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Focus on God more – think of it like the little red hen vs a navy seal when it comes to 
being focused.  
Ex: before church – quiet and focused (worship music), taking 2 hours on Sat to study 
and read vs going shopping. 
The holier you live the greater you can discern by faith – even if you don’t have the 
gifting. Show God you want it if you do.
Be bold – you cant expect discernment if you don’t do anything with it. What do I do 
first – I pray what I see. Next, you talk to your leader – don’t be afraid to step out. I’ve 
had to ask the praise leader if I could start praise and worship because I could see 
where God was going and had to tell the congregation. 
Study discernment – School of the Seer is a great book and the book the Seer have 
great information on discernment even if you aren’t walking in that office. 
Again, the word. The more you know the word, the greater context God can speak to 
you and show you things in. 
Study about the word – what do I mean here? 
One day in prayer I saw a giant sheath of wheat. Well I know wheat has to be 
threshed but I had to go look into the process of threshing wheat, the season, the 
context it was in the bible and then I understood what I saw. 
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All of the major prophets asked questions when they had visions. Ezekiel, Jeremiah 
even John in revelation asked what he was seeing? 
If something looks off, ask God what you are seeing. 
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